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1.0 AMENDMENTS 
1.1 Amended plans have been received that show that a 3 metre high fence would 

now be provided around the perimeter of the entire pitch, as opposed to a 1.2 
metre high fence around the northern half of the pitch and a 3 metre high fence 
around the southern half of the pitch, as previously proposed and as considered 
by the Northern Area Planning Committee.  The amendments have been made 
in order to satisfy Sport England, who previously raised an objection to the 
proposals on the basis that a fence lower than 3 metres in height would not be 
fit for purpose. 

  
1.2 Additional/amended plans have also been received with regards to lighting, tree 

protection and materials. 
 
2.0 CONSULTATIONS 
2.1 Design and Conservation; Consulted following submission of revised plans.  

Objection is maintained.  It is considered that raising the height of the fencing 
will worsen the visual effect. 

  
2.2 Sport England; No objection, subject to conditions regarding the provision of a 

relocated cricket pitch and the preparation of a community use agreement for 
the proposed all weather pitch. 

 
3.0 PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 
3.1 Impact on the character and setting of heritage assets 

The proposed all weather pitch would be prominent when viewed from within the 
site, including when entering the site and when travelling along the access 
driveway between the listed lodge houses (at the site entrance) and the main 
school building.  It was originally proposed that 1.2 metre high fencing would be 
installed around the northern half of the pitch, nearest to the access driveway, 
which, according to the submitted Design and Access Statement, would allow 
views across the site to the main house.  As set out within the Northern Area 
Planning Committee report however, it was considered that the proposed pitch, 
including with this 1.2 metre high fencing, would introduce an incongruous, 
prominent and more formalised feature that would not be expected within an 
open park land setting such as this, and its open character would be lost, and 
the intervisibility of the house and the lodges would be interrupted.  As a result, 
the setting of the designated and non-designated heritage assets at the site 
would be harmed. 

  
3.2 The now proposed increase in the height of the fencing at the northern half of 

the proposed pitch, to 3 metres in height, would further increase the prominence 
of the proposal in views from within the site, and when viewed in conjunction 
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with the heritage assets at the site.  The proposed pitch, as amended, would 
further interrupt the intervisibility of the house and the lodges, causing additional 
harm to the setting of the designated and non-designated heritage assets at the 
site to that previously identified.  The proposed development is contrary to 
policies ENV16, ENV17, DES06 and DES07 of the Test Valley Borough Local 
Plan 2006, and the guidance contained within the National Planning Policy 
Framework. 

  
4.0 RECOMMENDATION 
 No change. 
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